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Sexvice to Foland

1, The Service to Poland (Sluzba Polsce - SP) wes formed in January 1947 primarily
to give pre-induction military training to young men and to assign young men
and women to jobs. So far as I know, it was the only organization in Poland
which gave pre-induction military treining, Membership wes compulsory for all
individuals between the agea of 16 and 20, .The SP headquarters in Warsaw, which.
were known as the offlces of the Chief of Command (Komends,-Glowna), were
directly subordinate to the Minilstry of Defense (Ministerstwo Obrony Narodéwej).
The SP -c?in of gommand ran from Warsaw through provincial, distriot, and village
officen /Annex A% An average of four villages were under the command of- each
SP village office, “The village offices were concerned with the registration
and training of farm and village residents, while the diatrict officeg handled
the registrastion and training of city joung people. The distriot offices kept
complete 1ists of all SP members residing in thé -cifiée and 'villages within~
the distriet snd kept trabk of the assignments and training of each member., .
They maintained contaoct with the city youth through SP offices in all the:
secondary schools (Srod Szkola) and factories, where all individuals between
the ages of 16 and 20 were suytomatically added to the 1list of SP members.
Those in this age group who did not attend ascondary.school or work in a faotory
where there was an .SP office were registered wither direoctly with.the district
office or with one of the looal factory or school offices. -
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The provincial offices, in addition to controlling the actlvisles
of the district and village offices, had direct Jurisdiction over
$he SP Brigades (Brygady Siuzba Polsce), which were the mos%
important of the three types of 3P training. The Brigade training .
was given in two-or three-month summer courses in camps. Each camp

was used for two such courses in succession every summer, There .

were special brigades for girils, but not many girls were takea for
Brigade service, and I do not lmow on what bvasis girls were
selected. The boys were selected at random from the various schools
and places of employment by the 3P district offices. All boys were
required to have served at least once in a Brigade before inductionm
into military service. SP Brigade members were glven room, board,
and uniforms. The day began at 4 a.m. and ended at 5 or 6pm. It
was divided between military training and manual labor. The

military sraining lasted for three or four hours each day, excluding

Sundays, and consisted of close order drill, manual of arms, and

militery courtesy., I heard that the SP used the sportsman KBK (lrot;i

BoJjowy Karabin - Short Combat uritins \ for manual of arms drills,
The manual labor occupied four to eight hours each day, exaluding

" Sundays, depending upon the type of work and area in which the Jjob

was $0 be performed, Jobs inoluded work on road construction,

in coal mines, and in foundries and factories. Girls were assigned
%0 offices. The food was rumored to be poor, and there Was :

;pgurnutly such dissatisfaction among Brigade members. The largest
»

iKs

gade camp in Opole Province was losated in Kedziersen-Azoty. This

oamp received as many as 9,000 students for each training period,

The second type of SP training conslsted of hour-long leotures
given in the sohools and faoctories twice & week on politiocal

and lilitlrz subjeots, The lectures for military orientation included.
ota

such subje a8 military organization, arms, ranks, and
ro:&lliinnl. All SP membera not in & school or faotory or in &
Brigade had %0 report to the local SP office twise weekly for
s:% $10a) and military leotures. This ugpliod as well to studends

Ang She swmser months, On the other hand, farm and village
residents received two hours per week of practical instruction
.ag‘ :hu order drill, manual of amas, and care and operation of

. ‘

The Shird Sype of 8P training consisted ¢ working in labor orews
on roads, on farms, in Caobories, or digging anti-fire tremches

in forensa. All !outhl weare required to donate three days of

work per month, eight hours per day, to work with & labor arew.
These thres days were UAURLLY sohool days or work for those
who were employed., No p ut was given for any of this work = .
or for the time aserved with a rigade., The only exeeption was L
Shat when & person war taken from reguler employment %o serve im a

. brigade, !hogagutniont of his regular whs sent to his pareass.

There was & sloty fine for anyone who did not report for
Brigade camp dusy.

The 8P conoentrated its efforts on fara and village resldeats,
)Ol‘llzl because it was interested in finding ug:rlm of lissle
oduoation who would make docile followers. neas & oity yeuth

" aad 90 attend 'rigade camp at least once befors imduotiom inbo.

Ri1i%ArY service, his country cousis had ‘to attend more than onee |
d in some cases every summer befors imductiom. Rural youths were

an
‘2180 reoruited for labor in heavy industry. Recrultment was om the

SOREORE Was

wanis of a sraining SrAm $o 1AaS for onhe year, at the ead of

waieh She yoush could resurn home if he wished. He would atjend
clannes tm:‘m: 305‘ and w:gk ':!.u u::horlgmo dnnot ..
. op .
procedure was that an 1oial of the 3P u! cc-.g&

J

'

[

. . ‘

Tomeuda OGuniura) would approsch the parents and tell shem that wetr
son Md an opportunity to iearn & trade in one of the nger industries

In Wmost chses the parents agreed, as the offer seemed a% iy .
In etice, however, this progr‘n usually led %o Wﬂ#l,
as ! Doy would not be hired as an ntice VU A8 & MAWUAL
laborer working eight hours per day six days per week.
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6. There was a special investigating sommittee which reviewed all
deferments from SP dnty. Deferments were made tor the following
reasons:

8. Physical diaabuny.

b. If the parents were old and there was only one son to support
"~ them.

]

e. If a parent wam seriously 11l and there was only one son to
support him. .

d. If there were younger children who depended upon the support
) or thelr elder drother.

.7+ Uniférms of the SP consisted of the tollow.’ms. ‘
Blouse Trousers or Skirt Cap, Garrison

Enlisted Men  Roll collar, . Twill, greenish OD Twilll, green-
‘ twill, en- ~1sh OD .
ish OD (Male
SPs 4i1d not wear :
a shirt and tie) “

Enlisted Women Same - Blue Same

Shirt, green-
ish OD

Off'icers Same | Blue Same

Shirt and tie,
greenish 0D

A zino metal Polish unerowned eagle emblem with the letters "SP" _
at 1ts base was worn on the front edge of the garrison cap. I have
no information on rank insignie or the identification of the

ranks of SP offiocers.

ggl;lh !ogth Un!.og

8. The Polish Youth Union (Zwiaszek Mlodsiuv Polakie: -~ ZMP) was the .
largest politioal youth organisation in Poland, Its primary '
funosion was she politioal g glrluou of youths for membership 1n
the Polish United Workers! (Polska Zjednooszona Partja ‘
Robosniosa - PZPR). MNembershi, 1n the ZMP was not compulsory, bus
it was almoat impossible to obtain engloneut without béeing &
nenber. 'I am not certain of the exa ge group inocluded in ZMP .
membership. There were two meetings each month, which were
conducted by politically reliable PZFR members. These meetings

- ‘Were usuklly concerned with political, sdcial, and cultural proble-s
o and indootrinated the ZMP members along Party lines. .In 1950
' ‘ the ZMP members wore, as uniform, & light green shirt and tie; but

in Apiil 1952 the color was changed to blue. On the left side of . -

' %he chest ZNP members hlild the ng type of :I.nligniu o
iite

Gold‘/ﬂj 1

Background - White ‘ -
wal&:s - Red . : L
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Organisation of the Service to Poland (SP)
0r=:=1s¢tiou of the Provimeial Office of the Hervie
to Poland in Opole - .
Organization of the District Offices of the 8P

Organisation of the Village Offices of the 8P
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| - Organizasion of the Service o Poland (SP)
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1. The SP was under the ninistyy of National Defense.

2. The Chief of Command of the General Organization for Service to
Poland (Komenda Glowna Powszechna Organizacja Sluzba Polsce). This
was the SP Warsaw office, Edward OCHAB was chief of this offilce,:
All 1T Provinclal Offloces dealt directly with this office and
exeouted matters of poliocy issuwed from here, -

3. The Voivodship Commands of the General Organization for Service to
Poland (Komenda Wojewodzka Powazechna Organizacjs Slutba Polsce),
executed pollcy measures idsued by the Warsaw office., The Provincial
Commands had under thelr -jurisdiction all district and village.
offices of the SP within each province. ‘

4., The County Commands of the General Organization for.Service %0
Poland (Komenda Powiatowa Powszechna Organlizacja Sluzba Polsce),
received direotives from the provincial office for transmission to -
the village offices. While the planning was dome in the '
provincial offices, the district offices did the actual work of
organizing, enrolling, and training the youth, '

5. The Village Commands of the General Organization for Servise to '
Poland (Komenda (minna Powszechna Organizaoda Slusba Polsce), *
received direotives from the district offices affecting farm and
village youth. An average of four villages was under the
Jurisdiotion of a village command, - : ,

6. The Brigades of the SP (Brygady Sluzba Polsoe), were under the direocs
Jurisdietion of the voivodship offices, The - .county . offices did .
the emrolling for the Brigades, but the voivodship offices were
reaponsible to Warsaw. for the organization and operation of them.

" ~T4"SP offices in Secondary Schools (Hufce Szkolme). All schools had
. . -an SP representative who automatically included in SP membership
411 people between the ages of 16 and 20. The universities did .
not have these representatives, . : s

8. SP offices in factories (Hufce Fabryczne). All faotories had
C an 8P representative who automatically included in 5P membership

all people between the ages of 16.and 20, Smaller places of
employment register their people with neighboring factories.,
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Organizaticn of the-Provincial Office of the Service %o Poland im Opole

1. Comsander (Komendant) Zygmunt IZDEPSKI.

Responsible to she Chief

Commander in Warsaw for $he woivedship office, which included about

90 employees.

- _Asbidtaﬁt Commander (Zastepca Komendanta). In charge of the

spAvodship . office in the absence of the

Conmander, He was especlally

goncerned with-political education through control of the following

“offices: .
a.  Political Education Section (Sekcjs

l

Polityczno-Wychowaweza) '

" Cohbrolled all Service to Poland political lectures given in
~ sghools;y 1n.:actogies;’and in the villages.: : '

b. Séection for Agricultural Preparation and Techniques (Sekoja
Przysposobienia Rolniczego). Taught and encouraged Soviet.

" technigues of farming.

o, -Agitation and Propagﬁﬁda'SectLon (Seke ja Agltacyno-Propagandowa).
" Prepared bulletins about the good and comstructive work done

. hy Service to Poland in order ‘to en
~willing cooperation among the youth
placards and signs with drawings, e
and.patriotic youth-at work. .

_$his office also.allocated pedple t
- programs., ‘ ’ A

courage closer and more
. Also prepared large
tc., deplcting the conmstructive

d. aSeht16ﬁ“p: Recruitment.(Sekc?a Werbunkowa) . Arrimgrxlyrintefested
~in -recruiting .the youth for 'apprentice” or "training" in some
"of the heavier industiles. Since recruliment in SP was compulsory

o various werk and training

. Inspédtor of Schools (Inspekborka Szkoleniowa]. This office

miAntaindd women inspedtors.who traveled from school to -

L b

" Behool seeing to it thay educatlon

“3. ‘Ghief. of Permonriel (Sgef Perscnalny).

was going according to plam.

‘"They;glpq'guve"rirsg-nid‘instrugtiop to the girls.

In charge of all personnel

. emiployed by ‘the SP throughout the ‘yoivodship, The following two

. segtions ‘were responsible 50 the Chief

of Personnel:

. ; i}-*6!!16573#‘§bcii1.a§rvice (Rgfgrdt#Akch Socjalnej). This.office

consisted.of a womaw who arranged for the care of pre-school -
ohildren of women employed by the SP. She also arranged for

. otbings, plonics, eto."

:b; Seotion of Personnel (Sekoja Personalna). Parsons sdeking
~ . ‘employmént. with ¥he voivodshipor village offices of the SP
. " applied-to this office, 'All new employees had to be approved

' by the Chief of Persommel.

k. General Organization (Ogolna=Orgenisesia)s ., . This department was
primarily concerned with the arms training given the village and

farm yoush throughout the year and the

arms training given in

.- the Brigade camps. It also saw %o it that all employees of the SP -
© . in ‘vhe yolvedship, setinty, and yillage offioes recaived rvitle : ,

' . praotice at:leasy two hours per month.

“oerved under this offlce:

! i

The following swo offices

a. Seotion of Milltery Training (Sekeja Wyszkolenia Liniowego) .

Made 1h1neraripsmtpdIplnnq‘ror rifle training throughout

. ?the‘prqvinee.b

b, Magazine (Migtzyn”ﬂzbrojenil),- I, do ndt-know how mAny guns
~ were stored here, byt this magazine was mainly tor the employees
of .khis office, who had-practice shooting two hours per month.

I.40 mot kmow she types of weapons

+  SECRET

. & heavy Soviet rifle and ¥ke small KBK.

stored here, but there was
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5. Chief of Staff (Sser»aztabu); Execubtive officer, eapéciallyv'
e interested in reports from all offices withlin the vccivedship. He
reported to the Warsaw offlce. He controlled the rollowing two
departments: ‘

a. Seourity Office (Kancelaria Tﬁjna).” All clqiairied doouments
~ " fpom the Warsaw office were distributed through this office and
registered here. .

b. Gemeral Administrative Office (Kundeihrig Ogolna). Unollilifled
documents were handled by this offlce for diatribution. '

6. Quartermaster (Kwatermistrz) . Controlled the following offices:

&, . Vehigle Section (Sekecja Samochodowa). Two passenger cars and
. %wo trucks were kept by this section. The trucks were used to
haul various supplies, such as office supplies for distribution
%o SP offices in the province. 'These vehicles also transporsed
employees of the wvoivolship office to the rifle range.

b. Section of Office and Building Utillties {Seks ja Kwaterunkowad-
‘ Budowlana). Kept a close check on all offices within the .
. province to see that they did not exceed the normal usage of
fuel, lighta, water, eto. : :

e. Pinance Section (Sekoja Finansowa). Kept bookkeeping and accounts
. . .. for the wivedsrip office and received ascounts for control from
g 1;11 8P orrices in 'the voiwndship, .

_ | d; office Supplies (Sekeja Gospodaraza), Handled office supplles
v o for a1l offices throughout the weivodship.

e, .dnraga (Hafaztaty Sanochodowe). Repaired and maintained company

“ e ryehilcles.,

'£. Storage of Uniforms (Magazyn Mundurowy). In additicn to uniforms, §
e -punger of army-bype sleeplng cots were atored here in case of
e, need. . E . : .

.‘ T. Tﬁb Volwdehip gffice of the SP 1n'0pole was‘éoverned by an
AR Exéeutive-@ounittee'whioh~wts‘nade up qf the following seven members.

2l Gouninder4(xonpqdant); Captain Zygmunt IZDEPSKI.

b. Assistant Dbnnnndbr,(Zautapca Komendanta); Captain (fnu)
. TYMCZENSKI. R : '

0. Chief of Stafr (gzar s:tgbu)4 Ma jor (rﬁu) MAZURKIEWICZ.
;' d. 1?hi;r.oflréraoﬁn91 (sief'peiaonalny); Stanislaw LACH (oivilian).
“‘  o;j dh1af or-afnbral organisibion; Captain Zbiﬁniiw MAZIEJUK-V
‘. ?,‘xdnar€§rhﬁitar (xwater-istr:).Lt.'xnrol PROKOP . o
c.““f‘db not. remember ihé'ﬂeveﬁth member's name, but she*uas‘a:
vookkeeper in this Volwudship. Office. . She was on the Committee

a8 the representative of the Women's League (Przejirdnlusca Ligl'
Koblet). - - v i o .

3

(The Women's League was & natlonal organization for the promotion &nd
protection of “women's rights. -Every lndustry or plage of employment

“had among its women employees & WomAR director (Przedodnicacs) who repre= .-
..  selted the Women's Leagae in that place of employment, I know nothing
_.~further about the Women's League.) o o ' _
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Gewby . Offices of the SP . .-

.office,. -

. Assistent Commander. (Zastepca Komen

office in the absence.of

; 3

. education and training.

0!'1!150'.‘7)"~-.
h 16. R

danta). In charge of the

commander ., . Otherwise -in .charge

‘The following o

' .pesrultment to the SP-as well as to,

It emlisted youths as apprentices
" . Section of Political
-+ . If cooperdtion with the - wadvodel
political education in . soumty - schools &

a ‘Werbunkows) ..

ffices served un

SP Brigades ‘and

In charge of this office
eported to the voivodship

L%

, Gounty v
of potltiQGI ‘
der him: .

| gnis office hamdled

ek Tmea s

[

A

labor groups.

for heavy industry.

Education (Sekoja Polityozno-Wychowawosa) .

:'.tqdqqatidn'thrcush village offices.

 §. Inspector of Agricultural Preparation and'T

" ppEyspésobienia Roln
- %0 Beée that they enc

e ‘Taspector of Schools

toawh ¥ et ,"m‘ ".th. ‘gelitiﬂll. 1

3

4. Admipissration (Referat Administ
Office and Acoounsing Section. The ma jor expens

TR

.
PR
A

..and that

. " Chief of Staff (Szef 8zt
40 she | volvoduhip office
-county offics.

0

sacoount for were the sravel of 3P

1 ‘ irat-aid training
inspected the training given

1y office, this sec
nd factories, and

Sion comtrolled

echniques (Inspektor

s.0zeg0) kept & olleck on v;llatctotficol
e

ouraged farmers

1“\f .‘rggulbural'tcohmiquél.

to follow 8ov

(Ipspektorka Sskoleniowa) sax %o 1%

eotiures

abu):.

and 'in charge of the employees

racy jno-Gospodar

GoLEF

) viniﬂu 1] vll;nge prfibesiand publicity expenses.
5. ML Training (Seko]

for prifle training for its own emp

were delivered in schools as plamied -
was given to the girls.. Also =
in the village sohqols. -

Responsible for all reports submitted

in the

czy). Genmeral
es which it had %o
" office employees’ on thelr

¢

a Wyszkolenia Liniowego) . Prépnred itineraries

l:&ihanpt'in a Brigade in summer as well as regu
e training of rural youth in She ‘winter months. .

. Arms Seotvion (Referent Broni). A small

here for the use of employeen

.-
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e Offices of the SP

_Organization of the Vilia

The villa e,¢ff1ces'en115ted farm and village youth for summer milisary
‘training (the military course in the Brigade camps), reglstered them :

for the' one<year factory training apprentlice courses, held weekly '

.politioal lectures, and held first-aid courses for the girls. The SP

"willage offices comsisted of the following Yhree members:

1, Commander (xoménndnt) '

2. In irﬁotor in Soviet rarm,teohniquga (Indtruktor-Przysponohiena
. 'Bo;nioaego). . , '

3 ﬂen&pﬁlflnpvruébor.; ﬂa;delivored political lectures %o the'younk

mén and women, gave the girls training in first-aid, 4nd gave
‘hfgﬁ‘trl;nihs'both tuvgirls‘und boys. ' v
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